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Welcome
to International House Dublin!

International House Dublin is an English language school and

educational services company based in the heart of Dublin city. It is

part of the International House World Organisation, an academic and

educational network of over 140 affiliated schools in 30 countries

stretching from Western Europe to Asia, Australia and the Americas.

International House Dublin welcomes over 2,000 students from more

than 50 different countries every year. The school provides a truly

vibrant and multicultural atmosphere within a friendly and supportive

learning environment right in the heart of Dublin.

At International House we understand the anxieties and pressures of

learning another language, as well as the excitement and the sense of

achievement that it can bring.

International House Dublin prides itself on being a community of

people – students, teachers, host families, administrative and student

welfare staff, all united in a common purpose to provide fast, effective,

innovative and enjoyable learning in a friendly and supportive

environment.

On behalf of all of our staff, we look forward to welcoming you to

Dublin and to our school.

Karen & Larry

Laurence Finnegan
Director, M Ed

Karen Nolan
Director, M Sc

International Business
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General Information 

Location 
International House Dublin is centrally located amid the
quaint shops and music pubs of Dublin’s Village Quarter,
next to St. Stephen’s Green. This area is popular with
Dubliners as there are many good bars, cafes, restaurants
and delicatessens offering an excellent variety of food
and drinks. One of Dublin’s last traditional flower and
vegetable street markets is located on Camden Street.
Another hidden treasure of the Village Quarter is the
Iveagh Gardens, where IH Dublin students often have
their lunchtime snack. The Iveagh Gardens are one of the
finest and least known  of Dublin’s parks and gardens
and include a rustic grotto, cascade, fountains, maze,
wilderness and woodlands in the heart of the city.

Transport
The school is well served with a public bus system and
the Luas, which is a new state of the art light rail transit
system connecting the suburbs to the city centre. 

Facilities
The International House Dublin year round centre
consists of seven classrooms, student common areas with

modern facilities including Wi-Fi, tv and video facilities,
complimentary tea and coffee services and a self study
area stocked with a full range of study materials.

Quality Standards
Our aim is to help our students achieve their linguistic
aims and to have an enjoyable experience in Ireland.  

As a member of the International House World
Organisation, we are committed to providing
opportunities for language study in a learning
environment of high quality and within a clearly
organised curriculum framework. We subscribe to a
Quality Charter with clearly defined quality standards set
for students, teachers, classroom facilities,
accommodation and student welfare.

International House Dublin is also a member of RELSA,
(Recognised English Language Schools Association) and is
accredited by ACELS (Advisory Council for English
Language Schools), which operates under the auspices of
the Irish Department of Education and Science .  

"Studying in International House has been amazing
because I can find in the same place several friends from
different cultures, an interesting social program each day
and great teachers.”

– Luis Edoardo Queiroz Gomez (Brazil) 
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Academic Staff
All our teaching staff are University graduates and hold

additional professional English language teaching

qualifications. Many of them have gained a wide range of

experience working abroad, often in other International

House centres, and this experience helps us to help our

international learners in the classroom.

Many of the academic staff at International House Dublin are

involved in the design and implementation of our teacher

training programmes.  

Our association with Cambridge ESOL and ACELS helps to

ensure that teachers at International House Dublin give

lessons that are dynamic, innovative and at the forefront of

English language teaching.    

Many of the most widely known course books and resource

materials used around the world have been written by

International House teachers.  

Teaching Standards
At International House Dublin, we aim to help our students

realise their full potential by ensuring that our learners

• are actively involved in their own learning

• are challenged by what they do in the classroom

• are motivated by the materials and the activities in the 

lesson

Certificates and Reports
All students receive an International House certificate
upon successful completion of their course. A student
may also request a detailed progress report.

Accommodation
A range of accommodation is available:

• Homestay
Accommodation is offered on a paying-guest basis, staying

with Irish families that have been carefully selected and 

visited by our Host Family Accommodation Officer.

Accommodation is half-board Monday to Friday and full

board at the weekend. Homestay accommodation for

adults is in a single room unless otherwise requested.

Homestay accommodation for juniors is on a shared room

basis unless a single room is requested.

• Residential
We offer self-catering student accommodation throughout

the year in an area close to the school.

• Hotel
Hotel accommodation can be arranged in nearby hotels

subject to price range and availability.

Student Welfare 
We believe that a student’s happiness – with the school, the

family, friends and the staff – is central to a good learning

experience. We have a member of staff nominated as

student welfare officer in each of our centres, whose job it is

to listen to students’ feedback and concerns and either to

deal with the issue or pass it on to an appropriate member

of staff within the school.

Social and Cultural Programme
International House Dublin offers a lively and interesting

social and cultural programme to all students of all ages with

both afternoon and evening activities. See our website for

current programmes.

Airport Transfer Service
We offer an airport transfer service for adult students on

arrival between Dublin airport and accommodation on

request. Please see fee list for further details. All junior

students are met at Dublin airport by a representative of

International House Dublin on arrival and are checked in at

the departure gates on departure.
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Group Programmes
International House Dublin caters for groups and offers full
programmes which can include:

• Tuition

• Airport Transfer

• Accommodation

• Social Programme/Excursions

• Talks and lectures

• Company visits 

Group programmes organised by IH Dublin include:

• Courses for English language teachers

• EU funded programmes: Socrates, Leonardo, Lingua, Comenius

• Third Age programmes for the mature student 

Please contact the Marketing Department at IH Dublin if you
would like us to make a proposal for your group.

Mini Stay Programme
Courses are on a closed-group basis and consist of English
language tuition and homestay accommodation combined with a
rich programme of social and cultural activities. Courses can be
specifically designed to meet the needs of the groups. 

High School Integration Programme
This programme is similar to the mini-stay programme, with the
addition of morning classes with Irish high school students at
selected Irish high schools. Daily routine is established and
students integrate into classes and follow the curriculum as set
out by the high school.

Junior Winter Programme
In addition to our Junior Summer Courses, we offer programmes
for young learners throughout the academic year, from
September to May.

Group Programmes
& English & Work Programmes
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CEF

A1
Breakthrough

A2 
Waystage

IELTS 
Bands ALTE

3.5-4.0

ALTE 
Summary

Cambridge 
ESOL

IH 
World

IH 
Dublin Levels

You have no previous knowledge 
of the language Beginner

B2
Vantage

5.5-6.0 3

FCE

5
Upper Intermediate A

Upper Intermediate B

6 Pre- Advanced

C1 6.5-7.0 4

You have a good command of the
language. It is fluent, accurate and well-
organised with only a few uncertainties

in complex and difficult situations

CAE 7 Advanced 1

C2 7.5-9.0 5
You have an excellent command of
the language and can tackle most

difficult tasks
CPE 8 Advanced 2

Basic communication is possible with
assistance and you understand simple
sentences spoken slowly and clearly

2

1

Elementary 

KET 3 Pre-Intermediate A

B1
Threshold

4.5-5.0

2

You can make effective and
independent use of the language in

familiar situations although there are
still lapses in communication
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Intermediate A

Intermediate B

Intermediate C

PET

Pre-Intermediate B

International House Dublin Language Levels

English + Work Experience
(October to June only)

Minimum level: Upper-Intermediate

Age group: 20-28

Minimum length of English course: 4 weeks

Minimum placement: 16 weeks

Maximum placement: No maximum

The English and work experience programme combines
English language training with assistance in finding paid
employment in Ireland. The programme is available to
students aged between 20 and 28 years and the applicant
should have achieved an upper-intermediate level of
English prior to commencing work. Employment
opportunities are in the service industries such as hotels,
shops, pubs and restaurants. 

English + Internship Programme 
(October to June only)

Minimum level: Upper-Intermediate

Age group: 20-28

Minimum length of English course: 4 weeks

Minimum placement: 4 weeks

Maximum placement: 12 weeks

This course combines an English course with unpaid
employment in an Irish company. The internship
programme allows students to gain practical work
experience and improve their English language fluency in a
professional, English-speaking work environment.
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Your use of the language is consistent 
& usually appropriate but lapses in

fluency & accuracy still occur in 
complex situations
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International House Dublin 
Teacher Training

Teacher Training Courses

The University of Cambridge ESOL Certificate in
Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages –
CELTA

• Course Length: 4 weeks full-time, 12 weeks part-time

This is probably the most recognised initial qualification for
teachers of English in the world.  Successful candidates will be
able to avail of the International House World Organisation
Recruitment Services, which places teachers in International
House schools worldwide.

The International House Certificate in Teaching
English to Speakers of Other Languages – IHC
TESOL

• Course Length: 4 weeks full-time, 12 weeks part-time

This is an initial qualification, which has been developed by
International House World Organisation and is recognised by
all major language centres around the world. Successful
candidates will be able to avail of the International House
World Organisation Recruitment Services.

The IH Dublin Certificate in Teaching English as a
Foreign Language (State Qualified Teachers)
This is a thirty-hour course, which is suitable for Irish state-
qualified teachers who wish to qualify to teach in the
recognised Junior ELT sector in Ireland.

All of the above courses are also recognised by the Irish
Department of Education and Science and successful
candidates who hold a first degree will be entitled to a
Certificate from the Advisory Council for English Language
Schools (ACELS), which operates under the auspices of the
Department of Education and Science.

The International House Certificate in Teaching
English to Younger Learners
This is a thirty-hour course, which has been developed by
highly qualified and experienced younger learner trainers and
teachers. The IHCYL is suitable for teachers who already hold
the CELTA or IH Certificate and who wish to specialise in
teaching younger learners.

"Focused, practical and enjoyable, the IHC course provides
fundamental skills and hands-on experience for anyone
tempted by English language teaching." 

- Joe Brennan
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Teacher Training

Courses for Overseas Teachers Teaching Knowledge Test – TKT

• Course Length: 2 weeks

This course is designed to help candidates prepare for the University of Cambridge
ESOL Examinations Teaching Knowledge Test – TKT
The TKT course can be taken alone or following a general English course at IH
Dublin.  

The IH Dublin Certificate Course for Overseas Teachers of English

• Course Length: 2 weeks

This course is designed for experienced teachers of English (primary, secondary and
adult) who wish to further develop their language and teaching skills. Applicants for
the above course may apply for funding under the Comenius Programme.  

Teacher Training Consultancy
International House Dublin designs courses and offers consultancy for specific
teaching or training needs both in Ireland and all around the world.

For further details of teacher training programmes at IH Dublin, please consult our
website.

"The CELTA is a fantastic
course, both challenging 
and reassuring.  As a
secondary teacher, it helped
me refresh my teaching 
skills and re-examine my
style and approach in the
classroom."

Elizabeth Cullen

"International House is a
great school to learn English.
Teachers are wonderful and
I feel very welcome. I met
many special people from 
all around the world.  It 
has been one of the best
experiences of my life.”

– Enrico DeVita (Italy)
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"If one could only teach the

English how to talk, and the

Irish how to listen, society here

would be quite civilized." 

- Oscar Wilde

General English 
Programmes

Standard Course

• Hours: 20 per week

• Maximum: 12 students

• 0900 – 1330 Monday to Friday

The standard course covers all aspects of
the language: language, vocabulary,
phonology, reading, writing, listening and
speaking. Great importance is placed on
oral communication and materials are
relevant, modern and motivating.

Intensive Course

• Hours: 25 per week

• Maximum: 12 students

• 0900 – 1330 Monday to Friday

• 1415 – 1530 Monday to Thursday

The intensive course is designed for the
motivated student who wishes to maximise 

their time spent in Ireland as effectively as
possible. The course covers all aspects of
the language and aims to develop the
student’s communicative efficiency in the
shortest possible time.

Individual Tuition

• Hours: 10-30 per week

• Courses may be held in the morning,

afternoon or evening.

The course is designed for the student 
who needs to make rapid progress, or who 
wishes to concentrate on particular areas
of language such as specialised vocabulary,
language, speaking or writing, for example.
Following a needs analysis, a course is
specifically designed to suit the particular
requirements of the student.   

Combination Course – General
English and Individual Tuition
This course is available throughout the
year. Students attend the Standard/
Intensive General English course followed
by individual lessons in the afternoon.

NOTE: Courses for complete beginners are
available at the fixed start dates throughout
the year.

Business English
For business executives we offer a
combination course of 20 hours General
English in the morning together with 5
hours of business English in the
afternoons. 

The business course programmes are
designed to help participants develop
important business skills and acquire the
English necessary for:

• Participating in meetings and discussions 
• Negotiating successfully 
• Using the telephone effectively 
• Giving clear presentations 
• Entertaining foreign clients 
• Learning strategies for the future

Individual Business Programmes
We recognise that business and
professional clients often have very specific
requirements both in terms of their
timetable and the content and aims of a
programme. In order to meet these
requirements, IH Dublin offers a number
of tailored options whereby we design a
course specifically for the client’s needs.
The course can be delivered for an
individual or a closed group.

General English & Examination 
Programmes
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English for
Examinations

Cambridge Examination Preparation Courses
• First Certificate in English

• Certificate in Advanced English

• Certificate of Proficiency

• Hours: 20 per week

• 0900 – 1330 Monday to Friday

• Course Length: 12 weeks 

(8 weeks: January course only)

• Start dates: January (for March examination), March (for June examination) and

September (for December examination). Please consult enrolment form for exact dates

of courses

These courses prepare students for the University of Cambridge Examinations, which are

among the most widely recognised English Language examinations in the world. Regular

tutorials and oral and written practice, using past exam papers, are a feature of the

course. An entrance test is required.

IELTS Examination Preparation Course
• Hours: 30 per week

• Course Length: 4 weeks 

• Start dates: First Monday of every month

• 0900-1330 Monday to Friday: General English Practice

• 1415-1515 & 1530-1630 Monday to Friday: IELTS Examination Practice

The International English Language Testing System examination is a key examination for

entry to English-speaking Universities. The course combines a morning General English

programme with afternoon sessions that focus on exam preparation and practice.

"I enjoyed the classes the most. 
All the teachers I had over the
weeks I was there were excellent
and all the staff were very
helpful and friendly. I will
recommend IH to my friends.
Thank you very much"

- Isabel Causadias Domingo 
from  Spain
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High School Programme 

What our Services 
include:

"I have spread my dreams under your feet; Tread gently because
you tread on my dreams" -W.B. Yeats

The High School Programme
An academic semester or year in Ireland provides students with an invaluable opportunity for

personal development, increasing cultural knowledge and awareness, and gaining confidence in

using another language. Ireland has a long and prestigious tradition in education and the Irish

education system offers a broad range of academic subjects in the arts, science and technology.

The High School Programme is designed for secondary aged students (aged 12-18) and is

available at a wide variety of private and state schools. 

IH Dublin will organise and supervise your High School Programme from start to finish.  We

enjoy a good relationship with many of the country’s top schools. We endeavour to find a school

that most suits the individual student’s specific abilities and interests. Our guardianship service

provides all the support high school students need to benefit from their time abroad.

- School visit tour for parents if required

- Selection of host family for day 
students

- Assistance with school uniform and 
text books

- Regular reports to parents

- Regular visits to students

- Liason with school and teachers

- 24 hour emergency contact

- Processing of documents as required 
for validation

- Provision of family accommodation 
during holidays where required

- Arrangement of airport transfers to 
school or family

- Regular social and cultural outings in 
the Dublin area
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Pre-High School Programme
This programme is designed for students who intend to enter an academic year at an Irish

Secondary / High School or College. This programme takes place in our Dublin centre from

April to September and is taught separately from the General English programmes.

Depending upon their level of English, students may join this course at any time between

April and August.

Students follow a course of academic English designed especially to meet the needs of a

student entering the Irish Secondary school system. The course will also provide an

introduction to Irish culture and the Irish educational system. 

‘I really love Ireland. My high school is very different from Korea
and I am learning a lot. My host mother takes really good care of
me and I feel part of the family. I have made lots of new friends
from all over the world who I talk to and play football with every
day.’

Yong Kee KIM from Korea aged 17
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Our Junior Summer Residential Centre is based
in St. Columba’s College, a superb private
boarding school situated on 160 acres of
parkland with a 9-hole golf course. The centre is
located just 7 miles from the south of Dublin city
centre, in a beautiful setting in the foothills of
the Dublin Mountains, overlooking Dublin Bay.
Our programme for young learners aged 
12-17 takes place during July and August.

The programme includes:
w 15 hours’ tuition per week
w Full board residential accommodation
w Full programme of afternoon and evening 

sports and activities
w 1 full day excursion per week
w Average class size of 12 (maximum 15)
w Multinational classes
w Use of course books and materials

A selection of the activities we offer may
include:
Golf, tennis, basketball, rounders, baseball,
volleyball, indoor & outdoor hockey and
football, 5-a-side soccer, badminton, arts &
crafts, writing for the school magazine, Irish
dancing class, bowling, disco, cinema, talent
competitions, treasure hunts and karaoke,
sightseeing in Dublin and visits to nearby
counties such as Wicklow and Meath.

Typical Daily Timetable

0930-1300: English Language Classes

1300-1400: Lunch in the school

1430-1645: Sports, arts & crafts

Evening: Dinner & activities

Additional Activities
w Afternoon visits to the city centre and local

attractions

w Full day excursions on Saturday or Sunday to
nearby counties such as Wicklow and
Kilkenny.

ih

Junior Summer Course
Residential Accommodation

"The best things were the disco,
afternoon activities and the visit
to the Aquatic Centre"

-Julia Abbergati from Italy
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Our Junior Summer Homestay Centre is based
in Sutton Park School, an exclusive private
school with excellent facilities situated in its
own grounds, 25 minutes from Dublin Airport.
The centre is located on the beautiful Howth
Peninsula on the north side of Dublin Bay,
12km from the city centre and close to the
traditional fishing village of Howth. Our
programme for young learners aged 12-17
takes place during July and August.

The Programme Includes:
w 15 hours’ tuition per week
w Full-board homestay accommodation
w Hot lunch in the school
w Private bus service morning and afternoon
w Full programme of afternoon sports and 

activities
w 1 evening activity per week
w 1 full day excursion per week
w Average class size of 12 (maximum 15)
w Multinational groups
w Use of course books and materials
w Heated outdoor swimming pool

A selection of the activities we offer may
include: 
Swimming, basketball, rounders, baseball,
volleyball, football, 5-a-side soccer, badminton,
arts & crafts, barbecue, cookery classes, writing
for the school magazine, Irish dancing classes,
bowling, disco, sightseeing in Dublin, visits to
nearby counties such as Wicklow and Meath.

Typical Daily Timetable

1000-1330: English language classes

1330-1430: Lunch in the school

1430-1645: Sports, arts & crafts

Evening: Dinner with the family

Additional Activities
w Disco at the school every week

w Afternoon visit to the city centre on
Thursdays (packed lunch on that day)

w Full day excursions on Saturday or Sunday
to nearby counties such as Wicklow and
Kilkenny
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Junior Summer Course
Homestay Accommodation

"I really enjoyed the Summer school, talking with
my friends and playing soccer and tennis. I would
like to come back again next year"

- Borja Laseca from Spain

"Education is not the filling of a pail, but the lighting of a fire."
- William Butler Yeats
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