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Dear Agent/ Parent

| am delighted to introduce this new guide to the very best of our Irish High schools. Ireland
has one of the highest participation rates in second and third leslatation in the OECD and

its standard of educational excellence is recognised worldwide.

Due to the fact that even private schools are heavily subsidised by the government, Ireland
represents exceptionally good value in terms of cost and quality. W&epténere a selection

of carefully chosen public and private schools, together with a short introduction to the Irish
Education system. We have expanded our High School Department, in terms both of staffing
and partner schools anbdam confident that wecan provide a superior service to agents and
students at a price which you will find competitive. You will also have the comfort that you are
G2NlAYy3 SAGK LYGSNYyFaGAz2yl | 2dzaSz |y 2NBEI

commitment to quality.

| would like to thank our High School team at International House Dublin, under the leadership
of Tom Smyth, for putting together a guide which is informative, well structured and easy to
use.

With every best wish from the staff at High School Ireland/ Irdéonal House,

e~

Laurééce Finnégan,

Director
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WHY STUDY IN IRELAND?

Ireland is arEnglish speakingountry.
Ireland has one of the best education systems in Europe.

Irish people are renowned for their friendliness and hospitaditych greatly contributes to the

ease with which overseas students adapt to student life in Ireland.

Ireland's landscape provides a rich environment for the many outdoor leisure pursuits for

which it is famous.

Ireland hasa rich cultural heritagavith its own distinctive language (Gaelic) music, culture and

sports.

Ireland is alynamig livelyand modern country, with 40% of the population under 25.
Ireland is a safe place in which to study.

Ireland is aighly developediemocracywith a modern economy.

The number of international students in Ireland is increasing each yeanterddtional
House Dubliroffers excellent schools, great value and many extras to our International

students.

~

The Irish Experienced L NBf I YR A& I Re@ yywihaOypung posildtio® & Y 2 F
fastANBR gAYy 3 SO2y2YeéXl O2dzyiNEBE 6KSNB YdzaA 0z O2y
fAadSy IyR YI 1 SoufriNdEndwhBdarisybeaitiub anmdpoiled countryside

and scenery as well as its cultured, ¥& L2 f AGlFYy FyR tA@St& OAGASAE
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Programme.
Both Larry Finnegan (Managing Director) and T8myth (High School Programme
Director) have unrivalled experience in the Irish Education System having served as
teachers and as Headmasters in two prestigious Dublin Schools.
International House has built up an excellent working relationship with marigeof/ery
best schools in Ireland in both the Private and the Public school sectors.
Applications for places in schools are dealt with as swiftly as possible in all cases.
Over the years we have assembled a large number of excellent host families who take
good care of the students, treat them like one of their own and make their stay in Ireland
very happy and memorable.
International House has its own English Language School where we can offer
international students High School Preparation Courses piortheir entering High
Schools. We can also offer free English classes to our High School student (space
permitting) during holiday or work experience periods.
On Wednesday afternoons, in our Camden Street language school, a free counselling,
study and hanework assistance service is provided for students in the Dublin area.
High School students are free, at any time, to avail of the free use of the
computers in the language school and to bring their own laptop computers to
the @D area.
A Social Programme, with one outing/excursion each month, is organised for the High
School students living in the Dublin area.
International House provides a comprehensive Guardianship Service to our
international students. This ihales:
0 Assistance with the purchase of Books and Uniform and the settling in period in
the school and/or the host family;
o0 Student is visited monthly for counselling and progress report;
o [AFLA&2Y ¢6A0GK aOKz22f |yR K2ad admcarde Y2
social progress;
o G t£S8SI&ad &AE NBLERNIa& LISN SN FNB asSyi
0 9ELISYRAGIZINE FNRBRY {(dzRSyiQa /2yGAy3aSyode
0 24-hour Emergency Contact phone numbers are available to the student
throughout his/her stay;
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Irish Education Sysm

INTRODUCTION

Ireland is an Englisspeaking country with a long tradition of providing education for
International students dating back centuries. During the Middle Ages many scholars from
Britain and mainland Europe travelled to Ireland to studyur famous monastery schools.
This tradition is carried on 1500 years later with many international students from all over the
world availing of the opportunities offered by the Irish education system.

Ireland hasa long and honourable tradition ducation As a result of a sustained investment
in this area Ireland now has one of the highest educational participation rates in the world
81% of Irish students complete secelayel and approx 60% go on to higher education. This
dynamic, educated papation has made its mark at home and abroad with international
companies looking to Ireland again and again when hiring graduates for top class positions.

Ireland has one of the best education systems in the world according to the 2004 IMD World
Competitveness Report. It has close links to industry and is characterised by creativity,
flexibility, agility, pragmatism and informality. Education has been a key factor in making
Ireland one of the fastest growing economies in the world over the past decade.

Responsibility for education lies within tiepartment of Education and Sciendeadministers

all aspects of education policy including curricula, syllabi and national examinations.
Attendance at fulltime education is compulsory in Ireland from six to fifteen years of age.
Education is considered a fundamental right under the Irish constitution.

STRUCTURE OF THE SYSTEM

PRIMARY EDUCATION

Children do not have to attend school until the age of six big itsual for children to begin
school the September following their fourth birthday. Ferarolds andfive-yearolds are
enrolled in the junior or senior infant classes

The curriculum foprimaryeducationcovers the following key areas: Language, mathematics,
social, environment and scientifieducation arts educationincluding visual arts music and
drama, physical integration, social personal and heatthication

Primary schoolsare generally privatelpwned by religious communities (or boards of
governors) but are Statkinded.

SECOND LEVEL EDUCATION

SecondLevel education in Ireland aims to build on the foundation of primary education to
provide a comprehensive, high quality learning environment to enable all students to live full
lives and to realise their potential as individuals and citizens.
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Courses ad curricula are designed to produce students with a broad and comprehensive
knowledge of a variety of subjects. The secondawel education sector comprises secondary,
vocational, community and comprehensive schools. There are both private and pholaissc

The secondary schools sector is composed of both boarding and day schools which may be
either coeducational or single sex schools. The public sector schools may be either secondary,
vocational, community or comprehensive schools and like theafwischools may be eo
educational or single sex schools.

All schools in Ireland, recognised by the Department of Education and Science, are state
funded. Public schools get more funding than private ones. The types of schools mainly differ
on the basisof administration and sources of funding. Second level education in Ireland
generally starts at the age of twelve and consists of:

1. A three year Junior cycleat the end of which the Junior Certificate Examination is taken in
about 10 subjects, followed by

2. A one year Transition Yegpoptional in some schools) where the emphasis is on subject
areas which provide an opportunity for students to experience a wide range of educational
inputs, life skills and work experience at a remove from the examination focus. This is
followed by

3. Atwo year Senior cycle.The senior cycle has been significantly restructured in recent
years. International Students must take a minimum of five subjects (most students take 7
or even more) including the two core subjects of English and Mathematics. résudan
then choose their other subjects from a broad range including arts, languages, science and
other applied subjects (e.g. mechanical drawing, woodwork etc.). At the end of the senior
cycle the Leaving Certificate Examination is taken. Students nlgrnsél for this
examination at eighteen years of age. The Leaving Certificate Examination is internationally
recognised as being the equivalent of the British A Level Examination and the International
Baccalaureate Examination and allows access to uniesrén the UK, the USA and all over
Europe. The range of subjects taken by the student allows him/her to keep several options
open for Third Level Education. In the Irish System of Education the emphasis is on a broad
education and the student is encourdjto have a good knowledge of a broad spectrum of
subjects so that more career choices are open to him/her when the time comes to choose
further education courses.

THE LEAVING CERTIFICATE PROGRAMME:

This is the most widely taken programme in which studemust take at least five subjects.
Those intending to pursue higher education and training at a higher education institute
normally take seven subjects in this examination and access to higher education and training
programmes depends on results obtainedach subject taken at Leaving Certificate level is
allocated grades. Each grade is matched to a number of points (e.g. Grade Al in a Higher Level
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Paper = 100 points, Grade Al in an Ordinary Level paper = 60 points). To estimate the number
of points atiieved by a student in the examination, the six highest grades are chosen, each
awarded the corresponding points and then totalled. This total number of points will qualify
the student for a specific course, chosen from a list of courses, prior to thm.exa

THIRD LEVEL EDUCATIEONade up of a number of sectors:

1. The university sector, the technological sector and the collegesdfcation are
substantially funded by the State. In addition there are a number of independent private
colleges. There are sven universities and they are autonomous and-geerning. They
offer degree programmes at bachelor, master and doctorate level.

2. The technological sector includes institutes of technology which provide programmes of
educationand training in areas suchs business, science, engineering, linguistics and
music to certificate, diploma and degree levels. The DepartmeBtlatatiorand Science
has overall responsibility for the sector.

3. There are five colleges efducation These specialise in training farst level teachers.
They offer a thregrear bachelor ofeducationdegree and an X&onth postgraduate
diploma. The training of second level teachers usually involves completing a primary
degree in university or other third level institution followeg b oneyear higher diploma
in education In addition, there are colleges eflucationthat specialise in the training of
second level home economics teachers, teachers of religion and phgdigzdtion
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PRIVATE SCHOOLS
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PRIVATE BOARDING SCHOOLS

Cistercian College, Roscrea

¢ Boys Catholic, 7 Day Boarding

Drogheda Grammar School

¢ Coeduaational, Quaker, 5 Day Boarding

Dundalk Grammar School

¢ Coeducational Protestant, 5 Day Boarding

Franciscan College, Gormanston

¢ Boys, Catholic 7 Day Boarding

Rockwell CollegeCashel

¢ Coeducational Catholic, 7 Day Boarding

Royal School, Cavan

¢ Coeducational Protestant, 5 Day Boarding

Sligo Grammar School

¢ Coeducational Protestant, 7 Dapoarding

Sutton Park School, Dublin

¢ Coeducational multidenominational,7 Day Boarding

2 AfazyQa 1 2aLmnalt {Of

¢ Coeducational Church of Ireland, 7 Day Boarding

{4 [/ 2fdzyol Qa [/ 2ffS3S:

¢ Coeducational Church of Ireland, 7 Day Boarding.
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CisterciarCollege, Tipperary

Principal
Ms. Marcelline Cody

School Type :

Private, boysg

school
Accreditation:

To the Irish Department of
Education & Science.

Enrolment
295

It has approximately 16 1 22
students per class.

Academic Staff:
50
Subjects

Gaeilge, English,
Mathematics, Geography,
History, French, German,
Spanish, Physics,
Chemistry, Biology,
Agricultural Science,
Applied Mathematics, Art,
Technical Graphics,
Business, Accounting and
Economics

Examinations

Junior Certificate, Leaving
Certificate

Graduate destinations

Over 98% of our students
go on to further University
studies.

Sport

Rugby, Hurling, Basketball,
Volleyball, Golf, Swimming,
Equestrian, Tennis, Soccer,
Table Tennis, Billiards,

www.ihdublin.com

Cistercian Collge offers a broad based curriculum delivered in modern
classrooms and laboratories by experienced, committed sfaffis work is
complimented through the use of dedicated supervised Study Halkbool

work is monitored through a practive system of wddy, monthly and end

of-term tests. This system provides for positive individual academic
coaching and instructiorhe establishment of Cistercian College Roscrea in
1905 as a secondary boarding school for boys is evidence of the adjoining
monasticcommy A 1@ Q& gAffAy3IySaa FyR |oAf Al
develop and build on its Cistercian tradition. While the number of monks
involved in the school has diminished over the years, the fact that the
school operates in the shadow and under the prditez wing of a prayerful
monastic community impacts positively on the spiritual formation of all. The
partners in this community live, work and pray side by sidlke Cistercian
tradition is to care about the student as an individual, to provide rigorous
academic standards and to maintain high behavioural expectations. -Team
work and partnership have played an important role in the community of
CCR and are a prequisite for continued successful management as the
College faces the many challenges posedittby 21st century Ireland.
Cistercian College, Roscrea is a Seven Day Boarding School for boys situated
within the grounds of the Cistercian Monastery of Mount St. Joseph
Abbey. Within this Catholic Environment the boys committed to our care

G t A @ Sray)syud® and play and seek the truth in harmony and mutual
NBaLS&B: @y 2t £ S3AS Y22iG2 aLyaARSIG /128
promotes the aspiration of reaching for the heavens while keeping our feet
firmly on the ground. The School has a proud orec of Academic
achievement as evidenced by the outstanding results over a long number of
years. Past Students attend all major Irish tertiary institutions as well as
overseas universities. Every Province in Ireland is represented in our school
whilst wealso cater for a number of oveeas studentsLiving within such a
diverse group enables the students to be well prepared for the social

challenges that await them after second level.
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Facilities

Information
Centre, a

Modern

Technology
AStat e
Complex including Squash
Courts, Basketball court,
Swimming Pool, Tennis
Courts, Golf Course and in
excess of forty acres of
excellent quality Sports

Pitches.
Dormitories vary in
size. Some provide

accommodation for as little
as 5-6 students while others

accommodate up to 30
students.

Extra Curricular

Drama, Annual Opera,
Students can learn the
following instruments;
Violin, Flute, Clarinet,

Piano, Guitar, Organ, Tin
Whistle. Drums.

Adrft ot hg

Cistercian College offers a broad based curricullglivered in modern
classrooms and laboratories by experienced, committed sféfffis work is
complimented through the use of dedicated supervised Study Hatikool
work is monitored through a practive system of weekly, monthly and end
of-term tests. This system provides for positive individual academic
coaching and instruction.

Our comprehensive Pastoral Care System reflects the importance we attach
to the care and welbeing of the boys entrusted to us @ Seven Day
Boarding School basis. Paptiaiion in the noracademic activities is greatly
supported and encouraged, primarily in a wide variety of Games, in
Debating and Public Speaking, in Music and Drama and in a host of other
pasttimes. The overall objective is to produce young men of visiod
principles, of leadership and of courage. This objective is partly achieved
through manysystems such as:

Elected House Captains, Elected Class Representatives, Apdoietedts,
Encouragegbarticipationin OrganisationsCommittees, Public Speaking,
Team Sports and Team Projects.

Cistercian College offers a large number of boys the chance to participate in
different musical activities and is committed to the development of
individual musical talents. The Annual Opkes beerstaged November

each yeasince 1924vith a large number of boys involved in the chorus line, so that all &mygiven

their very own opportunity to perform on stage.
C.C.R. is a Catholic College under the trusteeship of the Abbot and Cistercian Community where it
embracest® / I IK2f A0 SiK2a FyR SyO02dzN} 3Sa / KNRAGAIFY ¢

students from different religious backgroundés a college it is conscious of its place in Europe and
beyond and it is proud of its pupils from all over the world.

www.ihdublin.com
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Drogheda Grammar School, Louth

Principal: Mr. Richard
Schmidt

School Type : Private, co-
educational, boarding & day
school

Accreditation:  To the Irish
Department of Education &
Science

Enrolment: 250 130 girls
and 120 boys (40 boarders)
Academic Staff : 30

Subjects:

Junior Cert: Irish, English,
Mathematics, History,
Geography, French,
German, Home Economics,
PE, Science, Art, CSPE,
Computers, SPHE.

Transition Year: lIrish,
English, Mathematics,
French, German,
Geography, History, Art &
Photography, Business
studies, Car maintenance,
Tourism awareness,
Computer Studies,
Japanese studies, Life
skills, Media studies, Music,
PE, Science,
Spanish/Italian, Woodwork
and Work Experience.

Leaving C ert: Core
subjects are Irish, English,
Mathematics and French
and students choose 4 from
the following: Physics,
Chemistry, Biology, History,
Geography, Art, Business
Organisation, German and
Home Economics.

Graduate Destination :
Over 95% of its graduates
go on to third level
institutions, including major
universities in Ireland, and
U.K.

Sport: Hockey, badminton,
soccer, cross-country,
tennis, swimming,
volleyball, basketball, rugby
and gymnastics

www.ihdublin.com

The School Ethos "Every individual is of value and has something to
contribute.”

Drogheda Grammar School was founded under Royal charter in 1669 is
one of the oldest secondary schools in Ireland, now enjoying its fourth
century of continuous educational service to the aoomity. Originally a
boys' boarding school, it has now been aethucational boarding and day
school for over fifty years. The Trustees today are largely drawn from the
Religious Society of FriendQuaker$ and the Board of Management
includes parents anteachers. The campus consists of a beauRfegency
House flanked by woodland, with modern classroom and dormitory
buildings and extensive playing fields to its rear.

We have always welcomed students from abroad at the Grammar School
and in recent yeara number have joined us from Spain, France, Germany,
and the United States. Most come for just one year but some stay for
longer and their presence adds a mudtiltural dimension to school life.
The school offers five day boarding and weekend home acdatiam is
arranged for the students with local families.

The school sets out to create a happy, caring and secure environment in
which the individual student is able to develop his or her full potential. An
awareness of the needs of others in the communi$é recognised and
respected. Within a supportive atmosphere every student is expected to
behave responsibly and through enjoyment, enthusiasm and- self
discipline become a better person. Discipline is based upon common sense
and reason. All students areneouraged to build on their own
achievements; while success at public examinations is important, student
contributions on the sports field, in the debating hall or on the stage are
equally recognised.

A structural Pastoral Care programme is followed by shelents. Each
form has a Form TutorThere is a Dean of Boys and Dean of Girls to
oversee student welfare and the School Guidance Counsellor is there to
help with individual and group difficultiesStudents are encouraged to
discuss problems with menels of staff, who are there to help, advise and
guide when necessary.he school is mulidenominational and guidance
reflects the fundamental moral principles of our sociefjhe morning
assemblies contain silent prayer and readings.

The fourth in the skyear cycle, Transition Year promotes the personal,
social, educational and vocational development of the studdtg.aims
are threefold; an education toward maturity, an education through

experience of adult and working life and eomotion of general, technical
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Facilities

The school has good sports
facilities and as well as
having playing pitches for
football and hockey it also
has a gymnasium for sports
such as badminton and
outdoor tennis courts.

Boarding Facilities

The boarding facilities house
the small group of boardeis
about 40 normallyin
comfortable surroundings.

Extra Curricula r

Chess, computers,
debating, arts and crafts,
gardening, science, cycling,
canoeing, horse-riding and
choir. A number of students
participate each year in
Gaisce the Presidents
Award Scheme). An annual
European tour offers the
students the chance to visit
a location of cultural and
historical interest, or to
enjoy the thrills of a skiing
holiday. At home frequent
visits are made to the
theatre and other places of
interest

Overseas Students

In recent years a number
have joined us from Spain,
Germany, Slovakia, Korea,
Japan, China and the
United States.

www.ihdublin.com

and academic skills. It is an integrated and exciting part of the school
curriculum, providing opportunities for students to explore and develop

their interests and career options. The year includes work experience,
student exchange, life skills, and a wide curriculum including modules in car
mechanics, media studies, woodwork, arts and crafts, Celtic studies,
computers and home economics.

Students who board at Drogheda Grammar gain a sense of value in
community life and a degree of sebnfidence and independenc&.here is

a full programme throughout the day and evening, with st study,
sports, extracurricular activities and leisure timgall under the watchful

and caring eyes of the duty staff, Housemistress and HeadmaStadents

find boarding enjoyable; the atmosphere is disciplined, yet friendly and
cheerful.

The Grammar School has always welcomed students from abroad. Most
come for just one year but some stay for longer and their presence adds a
multi-cultural dimension to school life. The school offers il boarding

and weekend home accommodation is arrangedtfer students, with local
families.
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