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Dear Agent/ Parent, 

 

I am delighted to introduce this new guide to the very best of our Irish High schools.  Ireland 

has one of the highest participation rates in second and third level education in the OECD and 

its standard of educational excellence is recognised worldwide. 

 

Due to the fact that even private schools are heavily subsidised by the government, Ireland 

represents exceptionally good value in terms of cost and quality.  We present here a selection 

of carefully chosen public and private schools, together with a short introduction to the Irish 

Education system.   We have expanded our High School Department, in terms both of staffing 

and partner schools and I am confident that we can provide a superior service to agents and 

students at a price which you will find competitive. You will also have the comfort that you are 

ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ IƻǳǎŜΣ ŀƴ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƛǘΩǎ 

commitment to quality. 

 

I would like to thank our High School team at International House Dublin, under the leadership 

of Tom Smyth, for putting together a guide which is informative, well structured and easy to 

use. 

With every best wish from the staff at High School Ireland/ International House, 

 

 

________________________ 

Laurence Finnegan, 

Director 
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WHY STUDY IN IRELAND? 

Ireland is an English speaking country. 

Ireland has one of the best education systems in Europe. 

Irish people are renowned for their friendliness and hospitality which greatly contributes to the 

ease with which overseas students adapt to student life in Ireland. 

Ireland's landscape provides a rich environment for the many outdoor leisure pursuits for 

which it is famous.  

Ireland has a rich cultural heritage with its own distinctive language (Gaelic) music, culture and 

sports. 

Ireland is a dynamic, lively and modern country, with 40% of the population under 25. 

Ireland is a safe place in which to study. 

Ireland is a highly developed democracy with a modern economy. 

The number of international students in Ireland is increasing each year and International 

House Dublin offers excellent schools, great value and many extras to our International 

students. 

The Irish Experience:  ά LǊŜƭŀƴŘ ƛǎ ŀ ŘȅƴŀƳƛŎΣ ƭƛǾŜƭȅΣ ƳƻŘŜǊƴ ŎƻǳƴǘǊy with a  young population, a 

fast-ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅΧŀ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƳǳǎƛŎΣ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΣ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴǎΣ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ǊŜƭŀȄΣ 

ƭƛǎǘŜƴ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪŜ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΧƳŀǘǘŜǊΦ ! country renowned for its beautiful, unspoiled countryside 

and scenery as well as its cultured, cosƳƻǇƻƭƛǘŀƴ ŀƴŘ ƭƛǾŜƭȅ ŎƛǘƛŜǎέΦ 
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WHY CHOOSE International House Dublin 

Incorporating High School Ireland? 

1. LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ IƻǳǎŜ Ƙŀǎ ƻǾŜǊ нр ȅŜŀǊǎΩ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǇƭŀŎƛƴƎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ IƛƎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭ 

Programme. 

2. Both Larry Finnegan (Managing Director) and Tom Smyth (High School Programme 

Director) have unrivalled experience in the Irish Education System having served as 

teachers and as Headmasters in two prestigious Dublin Schools. 

3. International House has built up an excellent working relationship with many of the very 

best schools in Ireland in both the Private and the Public school sectors. 

4. Applications for places in schools are dealt with as swiftly as possible in all cases. 

5. Over the years we have assembled a large number of excellent host families who take 

good care of the students, treat them like one of their own and make their stay in Ireland 

very happy and memorable. 

6. International House has its own English Language School where we can offer     

international students High School Preparation Courses prior to their entering High 

Schools.  We can also offer free English classes to our High School student (space 

permitting) during holiday or work experience periods. 

7. On Wednesday afternoons, in our Camden Street language school, a free counselling, 

study and homework assistance service is provided for students in the Dublin area. 

8. High School students are free, at any time, to avail of the free use of the                 

computers in the language school and to bring their own laptop computers to                     

the  area.  

9. A Social Programme, with one outing/excursion each month, is organised for the High 

School students living in the Dublin area. 

10. International House provides a comprehensive Guardianship Service to our        

international students.  This includes: 

o Assistance with the purchase of Books and Uniform and the settling in period in 

the school and/or the host family; 

o Student is visited monthly for counselling and progress report; 

o [ƛŀƛǎƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǎǘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƳƻƴǘƘƭȅ ǘƻ ŀǎǎŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ŀŎademic and 

social progress; 

o !ǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ǎƛȄ ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎ ǇŜǊ ȅŜŀǊ ŀǊŜ ǎŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΤ 

o 9ȄǇŜƴŘƛǘǳǊŜ ŦǊƻƳ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘΩǎ /ƻƴǘƛƴƎŜƴŎȅ CǳƴŘ ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊŜŘΤ 

o 24-hour Emergency Contact phone numbers are available to the student 

throughout his/her stay; 
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Irish Education System  
INTRODUCTION 

Ireland is an English-speaking country with a long tradition of providing education for 

International students dating back centuries.  During the Middle Ages many scholars from 

Britain and mainland Europe travelled to Ireland to study in our famous monastery schools.  

This tradition is carried on 1500 years later with many international students from all over the 

world availing of the opportunities offered by the Irish education system. 

 

Ireland has a long and honourable tradition in education. As a result of a sustained investment 

in this area Ireland now has one of the highest educational participation rates in the world - 

81% of Irish students complete second-level and approx 60% go on to higher education. This 

dynamic, educated population has made its mark at home and abroad with international 

companies looking to Ireland again and again when hiring graduates for top class positions. 

 

Ireland has one of the best education systems in the world according to the 2004 IMD World 

Competitiveness Report. It has close links to industry and is characterised by creativity, 

flexibility, agility, pragmatism and informality. Education has been a key factor in making 

Ireland one of the fastest growing economies in the world over the past decade. 

 

Responsibility for education lies within the Department of Education and Science. It administers 

all aspects of education policy including curricula, syllabi and national examinations. 

Attendance at full time education is compulsory in Ireland from six to fifteen years of age. 

Education is considered a fundamental right under the Irish constitution. 

STRUCTURE OF THE SYSTEM 

PRIMARY EDUCATION 

Children do not have to attend school until the age of six but it is usual for children to begin 

school the September following their fourth birthday. Four-year-olds and five-year-olds are 

enrolled in the junior or senior infant classes. 

The curriculum for primary education covers the following key areas: Language, mathematics, 

social, environment and scientific education, arts education including visual arts music and 

drama, physical integration, social personal and health education. 

Primary schools are generally privately-owned by religious communities (or boards of 

governors) but are State-funded. 

SECOND LEVEL EDUCATION 

Second Level education in Ireland aims to build on the foundation of primary education to 

provide a comprehensive, high quality learning environment to enable all students to live full 

lives and to realise their potential as individuals and citizens.   

http://www.education.ie/
http://www.citizensinformation.ie/categories/education/primary-and-post-primary-education/going-to-primary-school/types_primary_school
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Courses and curricula are designed to produce students with a broad and comprehensive 

knowledge of a variety of subjects. The secondary-level education sector comprises secondary, 

vocational, community and comprehensive schools. There are both private and public schools.   

The secondary schools sector is composed of both boarding and day schools which may be 

either co-educational or single sex schools. The public sector schools may be either secondary, 

vocational, community or comprehensive schools and like the private schools may be co-

educational or single sex schools.   

All schools in Ireland, recognised by the Department of Education and Science, are state-

funded. Public schools get more funding than private ones.  The types of schools mainly differ 

on the basis of administration and sources of funding. Second level education in Ireland 

generally starts at the age of twelve and consists of: 

 

1. A three year Junior cycle, at the end of which the Junior Certificate Examination is taken in 

about 10 subjects, followed by  

 

2. A one year Transition Year (optional in some schools) where the emphasis is on subject 

areas which provide an opportunity for students to experience a wide range of educational 

inputs, life skills and work experience at a remove from the examination focus. This is 

followed by 

 

3. A two year Senior cycle.  The senior cycle has been significantly restructured in recent 

years.  International Students must take a minimum of five subjects (most students take 7 

or even more) including the two core subjects of English and Mathematics. Students can 

then choose their other subjects from a broad range including arts, languages, science and 

other applied subjects (e.g. mechanical drawing, woodwork etc.). At the end of the senior 

cycle the Leaving Certificate Examination is taken. Students normally sit for this 

examination at eighteen years of age. The Leaving Certificate Examination is internationally 

recognised as being the equivalent of the British A Level Examination and the International 

Baccalaureate Examination and allows access to universities in the UK, the USA and all over 

Europe. The range of subjects taken by the student allows him/her to keep several options 

open for Third Level Education. In the Irish System of Education the emphasis is on a broad 

education and the student is encouraged to have a good knowledge of a broad spectrum of 

subjects so that more career choices are open to him/her when the time comes to choose 

further education courses.  

THE LEAVING CERTIFICATE PROGRAMME: 

This is the most widely taken programme in which students must take at least five subjects. 
Those intending to pursue higher education and training at a higher education institute 
normally take seven subjects in this examination and access to higher education and training 
programmes depends on results obtained.  Each subject taken at Leaving Certificate level is 
allocated grades.  Each grade is matched to a number of points (e.g. Grade A1 in a Higher Level 
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Paper = 100 points, Grade A1 in an Ordinary Level paper = 60 points).  To estimate the number 
of points achieved by a student in the examination, the six highest grades are chosen, each 
awarded the corresponding points and then totalled.  This total number of points will qualify 
the student for a specific course, chosen from a list of courses, prior to the exam. 

THIRD LEVEL EDUCATION is made up of a number of sectors:   

 

1. The university sector, the technological sector and the colleges of education are 

substantially funded by the State. In addition there are a number of independent private 

colleges.  There are seven universities and they are autonomous and self-governing. They 

offer degree programmes at bachelor, master and doctorate level. 

 

2. The technological sector includes institutes of technology which provide programmes of 

education and training in areas such as business, science, engineering, linguistics and 

music to certificate, diploma and degree levels. The Department of Education and Science 

has overall responsibility for the sector.  

 

3. There are five colleges of education. These specialise in training for first level teachers. 

They offer a three-year bachelor of education degree and an 18-month post-graduate 

diploma.  The training of second level teachers usually involves completing a primary 

degree in university or other third level institution followed by a one-year higher diploma 

in education. In addition, there are colleges of education that specialise in the training of 

second level home economics teachers, teachers of religion and physical education. 
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PRIVATE SCHOOLS 

International House Dublin 

Incorporating High School Ireland 

   PRIVATE BOARDING SCHOOLS 

Cistercian College, Roscrea  

ς Boys Catholic, 7 Day Boarding 

Drogheda Grammar School 
ς Co-educational, Quaker, 5 Day Boarding 
Dundalk Grammar School 
ς Co-educational, Protestant, 5 Day Boarding 
Franciscan College, Gormanston 
ς Boys, Catholic 7 Day Boarding 
Rockwell College, Cashel 
ς Co-educational, Catholic, 7 Day Boarding 
Royal School, Cavan 
ς Co-educational, Protestant, 5 Day Boarding 
Sligo Grammar School 
ς Co-educational, Protestant, 7 Day Boarding 
Sutton Park School, Dublin 
ς Co-educational, multidenominational, 7  Day Boarding 
²ƛƭǎƻƴΩǎ IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ {ŎƘƻƻƭ 
ς Co-educational, Church of Ireland, 7 Day Boarding 
{ǘ /ƻƭǳƳōŀΩǎ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜΣ 5ǳōƭƛƴ 
ς Co-educational, Church of Ireland, 7 Day Boarding. 
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Cistercian College, Tipperary 

Cistercian College offers a broad based curriculum delivered in modern 

classrooms and laboratories by experienced, committed staff.  This work is 

complimented through the use of dedicated supervised Study Halls.  School 

work is monitored through a pro-active system of weekly, monthly and end-

of-term tests.  This system provides for positive individual academic 

coaching and instruction. The establishment of Cistercian College Roscrea in 

1905 as a secondary boarding school for boys is evidence of the adjoining 

monastic commuƴƛǘȅΩǎ ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ŎƛǊŎǳƳǎǘŀƴŎŜǎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ 

develop and build on its Cistercian tradition. While the number of monks 

involved in the school has diminished over the years, the fact that the 

school operates in the shadow and under the protective wing of a prayerful 

monastic community impacts positively on the spiritual formation of all. The 

partners in this community live, work and pray side by side.  The Cistercian 

tradition is to care about the student as an individual, to provide rigorous 

academic standards and to maintain high behavioural expectations. Team-

work and partnership have played an important role in the community of 

CCR and are a pre-requisite for continued successful management as the 

College faces the many challenges posed to it by 21st century Ireland.  

Cistercian College, Roscrea is a Seven Day Boarding School for boys situated 

within the grounds of the Cistercian Monastery of Mount St. Joseph 

Abbey.  Within this Catholic Environment the boys committed to our care 

άƭƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ Ǉray, study and play and seek the truth in harmony and mutual 

ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘέΦ  ¢ƘŜ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ Ƴƻǘǘƻ άLƴǎƛŘŜŀǘ /ƻŜƭƛǎ !ƴƛƳƻ {ŜŘ /ƻǊǇƻǊŜ ¢ŜǊǊƛǎέ 

promotes the aspiration of reaching for the heavens while keeping our feet 

firmly on the ground. The School has a proud record of Academic 

achievement as evidenced by the outstanding results over a long number of 

years.  Past Students attend all major Irish tertiary institutions as well as 

overseas universities. Every Province in Ireland is represented in our school 

whilst we also cater for a number of over-seas students.  Living within such a 

diverse group enables the students to be well prepared for the social 

challenges that await them after second level.  

Principal  

Ms. Marcelline Cody 

School Type :   

Private, boysô boarding 

school  

Accreditation:    

To the Irish Department of 

Education & Science. 

Enrolment     

295   

It has approximately 16 ï 22 

students per class. 

Academic Staff :  

50 

Subjects  

Gaeilge, English, 

Mathematics, Geography, 

History, French, German, 

Spanish, Physics, 

Chemistry, Biology, 

Agricultural Science, 

Applied Mathematics, Art, 

Technical Graphics, 

Business, Accounting and 

Economics 

Examinations  

Junior Certificate, Leaving 

Certificate 

Graduate destinations  

Over 98% of our students 

go on to further University 

studies. 

Sport  

Rugby, Hurling, Basketball, 

Volleyball, Golf, Swimming, 

Equestrian, Tennis, Soccer, 

Table Tennis, Billiards, 

Snooker 



International House Dublin  
Incorporating High School Ireland 

 

www.ihdublin.com  Page | 9  
 

Cistercian College offers a broad based curriculum delivered in modern 

classrooms and laboratories by experienced, committed staff.  This work is 

complimented through the use of dedicated supervised Study Halls.  School 

work is monitored through a pro-active system of weekly, monthly and end-

of-term tests.  This system provides for positive individual academic 

coaching and instruction.  

Our comprehensive Pastoral Care System reflects the importance we attach 

to the care and well-being of the boys entrusted to us on a Seven Day 

Boarding School basis. Participation in the non-academic activities is greatly 

supported and encouraged, primarily in a wide variety of Games, in 

Debating and Public Speaking, in Music and Drama and in a host of other 

past-times. The overall objective is to produce young men of vision and 

principles, of leadership and of courage. This objective is partly achieved 

through many systems such as: 

Elected House Captains, Elected Class Representatives, Appointed Prefects, 

Encouraged participation in Organisations, Committees, Public Speaking, 

Team Sports and Team Projects. 

Cistercian College offers a large number of boys the chance to participate in 

different musical activities and is committed to the development of 

individual musical talents. The Annual Opera has been staged November 

each year since 1924 with a large number of boys involved in the chorus line, so that all boys are given 

their very own opportunity to perform on stage.   

C.C.R. is a Catholic College under the trusteeship of the Abbot and Cistercian Community where it 

embraces thŜ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ ŜǘƘƻǎ ŀƴŘ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ǾŀƭǳŜǎΦ hǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ ǿŜΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƘƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǎƻƳŜ 

students from different religious backgrounds.  As a college it is conscious of its place in Europe and 

beyond and it is proud of its pupils from all over the world.  

Facilities  

Modern Information 

Technology Centre,  a 

ñState of the Artò Sports 

Complex including Squash 

Courts, Basketball court, 

Swimming Pool, Tennis 

Courts, Golf Course and in 

excess of forty acres of 

excellent quality Sports 

Pitches.  

Dormitories vary in 

size. Some provide 

accommodation for as little 

as 5-6 students while others 

accommodate up to 30 

students.  

 

Extra Curricular  

 

Drama, Annual Opera, 

Students can learn the 

following instruments; 

Violin, Flute, Clarinet, 

Piano, Guitar, Organ, Tin 

Whistle, Drums. 
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Drogheda Grammar School, Louth 

The School Ethos   "Every individual is of value and has something to 
contribute." 

Drogheda Grammar School was founded under Royal charter in 1669 is 
one of the oldest secondary schools in Ireland, now enjoying its fourth 
century of continuous educational service to the community. Originally a 
boys' boarding school, it has now been a co-educational boarding and day 
school for over fifty years. The Trustees today are largely drawn from the 
Religious Society of Friends (Quakers) and the Board of Management 
includes parents and teachers. The campus consists of a beautiful Regency 
House flanked by woodland, with modern classroom and dormitory 
buildings and extensive playing fields to its rear.  

We have always welcomed students from abroad at the Grammar School 

and in recent years a number have joined us from Spain, France, Germany, 

and the United States. Most come for just one year but some stay for 

longer and their presence adds a multi-cultural dimension to school life. 

The school offers five day boarding and weekend home accomodation is 

arranged for the students with local families.  

The school sets out to create a happy, caring and secure environment in 

which the individual student is able to develop his or her full potential. An 

awareness of the needs of others in the community is recognised and 

respected. Within a supportive atmosphere every student is expected to 

behave responsibly and through enjoyment, enthusiasm and self-

discipline become a better person. Discipline is based upon common sense 

and reason. All students are encouraged to build on their own 

achievements; while success at public examinations is important, student 

contributions on the sports field, in the debating hall or on the stage are 

equally recognised. 

A structural Pastoral Care programme is followed by the students.  Each 

form has a Form Tutor.  There is a Dean of Boys and Dean of Girls to 

oversee student welfare and the School Guidance Counsellor is there to 

help with individual and group difficulties.  Students are encouraged to 

discuss problems with members of staff, who are there to help, advise and 

guide when necessary. The school is multi-denominational and guidance 

reflects the fundamental moral principles of our society.  The morning 

assemblies contain silent prayer and readings. 

The fourth in the six-year cycle, Transition Year promotes the personal, 
social, educational and vocational development of the student.  Its aims 
are threefold; an education toward maturity, an education through 

experience of adult and working life and a promotion of general, technical 

Principal: Mr. Richard 

Schmidt                     

School Type :  Private, co-

educational, boarding & day 

school       

Accreditation:   To the Irish 

Department of Education & 

Science                  

Enrolment:   250 130 girls 

and 120 boys (40 boarders) 

Academic Staff :  30 

Subjects:          

Junior Cert:  Irish, English, 

Mathematics, History, 

Geography, French, 

German, Home Economics, 

PE, Science, Art, CSPE, 

Computers, SPHE.  

Transition Year:  Irish, 

English, Mathematics, 

French, German, 

Geography, History, Art & 

Photography, Business 

studies, Car maintenance, 

Tourism awareness, 

Computer Studies, 

Japanese studies, Life 

skills, Media studies, Music, 

PE, Science, 

Spanish/Italian, Woodwork 

and Work Experience.  

Leaving C ert: Core 

subjects are Irish, English, 

Mathematics and French 

and students choose 4 from 

the following: Physics, 

Chemistry, Biology, History, 

Geography, Art, Business 

Organisation, German and 

Home Economics.  

Graduate Destination : 

Over 95% of its graduates 

go on to third level 

institutions, including   major 

universities in Ireland, and 

U.K.                      

Sport: Hockey, badminton, 

soccer, cross-country, 

tennis, swimming, 

volleyball, basketball, rugby 

and gymnastics 
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and academic skills. It is an integrated and exciting part of the school 
curriculum, providing opportunities for students to explore and develop 
their interests and career options. The year includes work experience, 
student exchange, life skills, and a wide curriculum including modules in car 
mechanics, media studies, woodwork, arts and crafts, Celtic studies, 
computers and home economics. 

Students who board at Drogheda Grammar gain a sense of value in 
community life and a degree of self-confidence and independence.  There is 
a full programme throughout the day and evening, with classes, study, 
sports, extra-curricular activities and leisure time ς all under the watchful 
and caring eyes of the duty staff, Housemistress and Headmaster.  Students 
find boarding enjoyable; the atmosphere is disciplined, yet friendly and 
cheerful. 

The Grammar School has always welcomed students from abroad. Most 
come for just one year but some stay for longer and their presence adds a 
multi-cultural dimension to school life. The school offers five-day boarding 
and weekend home accommodation is arranged for the students, with local 
families.   

  

Facilities  

The school has good sports 

facilities and as well as 

having playing pitches for 

football and hockey it also 

has a gymnasium for sports 

such as badminton and 

outdoor tennis courts. 

Boarding Facilities 

The boarding facilities house 

the small group of boarders ï 

about 40 normally- in 
comfortable surroundings. 

 

Extra Curricula r 

 

Chess,  computers, 
debating, arts and crafts, 
gardening, science, cycling, 
canoeing, horse-riding and 
choir.  A number of students 
participate each year in 
Gaisce  the Presidents 
Award Scheme). An annual 
European tour offers the 
students the chance to visit 
a location of cultural and 
historical interest, or to 
enjoy the thrills of a skiing 
holiday. At home frequent 
visits are made to the 
theatre and other places of 
interest 
 

Overseas Students     

In recent years a number 

have joined us from Spain, 

Germany, Slovakia, Korea, 

Japan, China and the  

United States. 
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Dundalk Grammar School, Louth 

The aim of Dundalk Grammar School is to produce well-educated, well-
rounded young people who are tolerant of others, enthusiastic for life, 
and who will develop to their full potential. The school is foremost a 
secondary school, taking pupils from about the age of twelve until 
nineteen; but it has its own excellent primary or junior school working 
from the same premises taking pupils from four and providing a 
supportive background until their entry into the secondary school. The 
school is under Protestant management and is mindful to see that the 
prevailing ethos has its roots in that tradition. 

Each year's group is divided into three or four form groups. These are 

mixed ability groups of twenty to twenty-five students. All forms have a 

form teacher assigned to them, and it is this form teacher who ensures 

that each pupil benefits to the maximum extent from a system of careful 

guidance and counseling through these developmental years. Form 

teachers are available to advise both pupils and their parents. The form 

teacher is responsible for the general welfare of the pupils . Rules 

governing behavior are deliberately kept to a minimum, but they are 

clearly defined and understood. The school aims to maintain a good 

balance between freedom and restraint. To this end it provides the secure 

framework of a clearly delineated and well-defined code of conduct. 

Discipline is based on co-operation and mutual respect among all sections 

of our school community. Pupils from all traditions are welcome at the 

school. Assembly takes place every morning between 8.55 and 9.05. It 

includes readings, prayers and hymns, followed by school 

announcements, etc. Attendance at daily assembly is compulsory for all 

pupils. The new pupil needs time to settle in and adjust to the demands of 

a new and larger school. For the boarder, there is the added challenge of 

being away from home, probably for the first time. We do all we can to 

assist new pupils to find their feet. A special induction programme is in 

operation for first-year pupils. The first day of autumn term is set aside 

for first-year pupils when they and their parents participate in our full-day 

induction programme. A full report is made at autumn half-term detailing 

the pupil's progress in the academic, extra-curricular, sporting, 

disciplinary and personal spheres. 

  

Principal  

Mr. Cyril J. Drury 

School Type :  Private, 

inter-denominational, co-

educational, boarding & day 

school  

Accreditation:   To the Irish 

Department of Education & 

Science. 

Enrolment:   500 (120 

Boarders) with about 280 

boys and 220 girls. 

Academic Staff :  45 

Subjects  

Irish, English, Mathematics, 

History, Geography, 

Science, Business Studies, 

Religion,  Social, Political 

and Health Education, Civil, 

Social and Personal 

Education ,French ,Spanish, 

German,Home Economics, 

Woodwork, Music, Art and 

Craft, Technical Graphics 

and Physical Education.  

Applied Mathematics, 

Physics, Chemistry, 

Biology, Agricultural 

Science, Accounting, 

Business, Economics, 

Technical Drawing, Building 

Construction. ,Also offered, 

but not part of the official 

syllabus, are: Computer 

Applications/Word 

Processing/ Keyboard 

Skills. 

 

Examinations  

Junior Certificate, Leaving 

Certificate 
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All classes in the school are 

co-educational. In the 

interests of equal 

opportunities all subjects 

are open to both boys and 

girls, but girls, in particular, 

are encouraged to seek 

opportunities in science and 

technology. Class size 

throughout the school is 

small, due to a substantial 

investment in additional 

teachers. A class size of 

twenty or less is normal 

throughout the school, and 

some groups in fifth and 

sixth forms are even 

smaller. All subjects are 

taught by subject specialists 

The Transition Year serves 

as a transition from junior 

to senior level enabling 

students to follow courses 

which will form the basis for 

senior cycle studies. It also 

offers courses and 

experiences not normally 

offered in the more rigid 

certificate examination syllabus. Students are helped to become familiar with 

work and its responsibilities, both within the school and through outside 

work experience.  

Opportunities are also afforded the students to develop personal initiative 

and entrepreneurial skills through the operation of mini-companies and 

involvement in the national Young Entrepreneurs scheme, and to help 

develop their constructive use of leisure time and pursuits.  

The introduction and development of strategies to counteract learning 

difficulties have been of immense help to many pupils. The school has a 

learning-support teacher who works closely with the Department of 

Education's psychologist. All pupils are routinely assessed in order to detect 

any learning difficulties as early as possible. 

 

Facilities  

Music room, an orchestra 

room, gymnasium, a full-

size, floodlit, astro-turf pitch, 

an all weather hockey pitch, 

three artificial grass tennis 

courts; and in nearby 

grounds, soccer and rugby 

pitches. 

Boarding Facilities  

In 1999 the school bought 

the Old Louth Hospital. This 

building was refurbished 

and developed and opened 

in 2001 to provide first-class 

boarding accommodation 

for up to one hundred and 

thirty students. The 

boarders are supervised by 

the Headmaster and eight 

resident members of staff. 

Extra Curricular  
 
The more popular societies 
are those devoted to 
debating and drama. Visits 
are made to museums, art 
galleries and concert halls, 
and to archaeological sites 
including the Boyne Valley. 
Tours and exchange visits 
to France, Germany and 
Belgium have been 
arranged.  
 
Graduate Destination  

Over 90% of its graduates 

go on to third level 

institutions, including   major 

universities in Ireland, and 

U.K. 

Sport  

Hockey, rugby, soccer, 

cricket, tennis, badminton, 

basketball, rounders and 

athletics 
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Franciscan College, Meath 
Gormanston College is a Catholic Secondary School under the Gormanston 
College School Trust. The student body enjoys and includes students from 
abroad. There is a mix of boarding and day boarding (day boarding is co-
educational). Gormanston is a private fee-paying College. The College Ethos 
strives to be fair and firm in an atmosphere where students are directed 
towards the values of mutual respect, social awareness and reverence for 
Gospel values. The academic life of the College covers a Six Year Cycle and 
each Cycle has a Year Head whose role is to monitor study and discipline. 
Each class has a Class Master who deals with matters of concern to the 
students. The Student Council is elected by the Students and Management and 
meets monthly to discuss matters of mutual concern. 

The College is a Catholic 

school and regular religious 

services are available. 

Attendance at Sunday Mass 

and Holy Days is required of 

all students. Non-Catholic 

and non-Christians are 

required to attend on 

Sundays but need not 

participate.  Gormanston places strong emphasis on community. All of the 

structures of the College are designed to cater for student interaction. The life 

of the College is structured towards communal activity at all levels including 

worship, meals, sport, social activity and recreation. The arranged breaks 

during the School Year are designed with a view to the need for regular 

contact between students and their families.     

   

Students from First Year and Second Year are placed in dormitories. Third and 

Fourth Year Students share study/bedrooms.  Fifth Year Students have a single 

study/bedroom. Sixth Year Students enjoy ensuite accommodation with their 

own recreation area. Meals are shared in the College refectory (Dining Hall). A 

Food Committee liaises with the Catering Management and menus are 

reviewed regularly. College assemblies are held throughout the school year. 

Students are admitted from the average age of twelve by way of application, 

interview and assessment involving a series of tests during a familiarisation 

day. No special skills are required, but suitability to the restrictions and ethos 

of a seven-day boarding school with six-day classes is a prerequisite for all 

admissions. The College welcomes students from abroad; however a working 

knowledge of English is required.  

Principal  

Proinsias O Laoi 

School Type :  Private, , co-

educational, boarding & day 

boarding school . (Day 

boarding only, is co-

educational) 

Accreditation:   To the Irish 

Department of Education & 

Science. 

Enrolment     

600  

About 120 boarders 

Academic Staff :  

50 

Subjects  

English, German, French, 
Gaeilge, Religion, 
Accountancy, Mathematics, 
Physics, Chemistry, Applied 
Mathematics, Computer 
Studies, Biology, Business 
Studies, Economics, 
History, Geography, Music, 
Art, Physical Education, 
Swimming Instruction, 
Technical Graphics, Civics, 
Home Economics, 
Agricultural Science, Health 
Education  
 

Examinations  

Junior Certificate, Leaving 

Certificate 

Sport  

Gaelic football, Hurling, 

Basketball, Badminton, 

Squash and indoor 

handball, Swimming , Water 

Polo,and  Athletics (track 

and field) 

 



International House Dublin  
Incorporating High School Ireland 

 

www.ihdublin.com  Page | 15  
 

The Clann System is similar to the House system as it operates in Public 
Schools. On arrival in the College each student is assigned to one of the five 
Clanns and remains a member of that Clann throughout his/her stay. The Head 
of the Clann is called the 
Caoimhnóir (Irish for 
Guardian); he is assisted in 
the management of the Clann 
by two elected Prefects. The 
role of the Caoimhnóir and 
Prefects is to care for the well 
being of each Clann member, 
organise inter-Clann 
competition and monitor 
discipline. The Clann system 
encourages a sense of belonging and strives to eliminate the anonymity 
associated with the larger group. It affords each student the opportunity to 
contribute positively to the life of the College. The positive behaviour and 
contribution of each student is accumulated both the student and to his/her 
Clann. The Caoimhnóir of the Clann is a very important point of contact 
between parent and College as the Caoimhnóir enjoys the role of in loco 
parentis within the College.  

The present Franciscan 
Community is comprised of 
fourteen friars and all still 
contribute in some way and 
at different levels to the life 
and activities of the College. 
As a world-wide religious 
order the Franciscan 
Community is pleased with 
the international trend within 
the College. Past pupils of Gormanston are to be found in every walk of life 
and in every profession. Our past pupils number among them bishops, 
religious provincials, government ministers, members of parliament, lawyers, 
barristers, professors, diplomats, corporate executives, teachers and civil 
servants, businessmen, farmers, artists, craftsmen and tradesmen, cartoonist 
and musicians. Past pupils are 
to be found in television, the 
cinema and the stage. They 
number among them top 
international jockeys, 
international show jumpers, 
Olympic track and field, golf 
pro and golf am. Numerous 
past pupils have represented 
their counties in Gaelic 
football and hurling. 

 

Graduate Destination  

 

Over 85% of its graduates 

go on to third level 

institutions, including   major 

universities in Ireland, and 

U.K.; the remainder go into 

apprenticeship in industry or 

family business. 

 

 

Extra Curricular  

All students study music 

and Art and Music are 

common leisure activities 

among the boys. There are 

many musical groups in the 

school. 

 

Students involve 

themselves in many 

community activities and 

become engaged in Fund-

raising activities for 

charitable causes. 

 

Debating and public 

Speaking are popular and 

students compete  at inter-

college level. 

 

Many students involve 

themselves in helping out in 

St. Michaelôs Hose for 

handicapped children. 

 

Cultural tours, Life-saving 

classes and the annual 

GAISCE awards are all very 

well supported by the 

student population also. 
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Rockwell College, Tipperary 

Rockwell College is a co-educational voluntary secondary school participating 

in the free education scheme. The Congregation of the Holy Ghost are the 

trustees of the school. The historical legacy of the Holy Ghost fathers is still 

keenly felt in the college through the continued presence of members of the 

Order and through their role in providing Masses and other religious services 

to students and staff. 

There are a number of different categories of boarding students in the 

school: day boarders; five-day boarders; seven-day boarders; overseas 

(European) seven-day boarders and overseas (non-European) seven-day 

boarders. Boarding girls are placed with local host families by the school. 

Contact is maintained with host families by the dean of girls. 

At present, upwards of twenty different nationalities are represented in the 

student population, adding to the multicultural atmosphere in the school. 

Overseas students apply on an individual basis, with the major nationalities 

represented comprising Spanish, German, Mexican and Russian students.

  

The school is a Catholic, co-educational school and aspires to be a place 

where boys and girls can grow and develop in a caring and supportive 

environment. These values are evident in the welcoming and friendly 

atmosphere which has been created by management and staff. They are 

further reflected in the positive and lively aspect of the student population. 

The Catholic ethos is also strongly expressed through the presence of a 

number of Holy Ghost fathers on the teaching staff, along with the support 

of other Holy Ghost fathers who preside over a number of liturgical services 

during the year. The school chapel is a further powerful physical reminder of 

the Catholic nature of the school and there are regular retreats organised by 

religion teachers and the chaplain. 

The school is inclusive with regard to international students. There is a dean 
of foreign students who has responsibility for international students during 
the school day. The dean focuses in particular on pastoral and disciplinary 
matters relevant to these students. There are two periods in the week during 
which the dean of foreign students has arranged that she will be available 
should parents wish to contact her. She also makes contact with parents of 
international students, should the need arise. International students are 
facilitated in maintaining contact with their homes through use of the college 
internet service which is available to them in the Hall of Residence. 

 

Principal  

Mr. Pat OôSullivan 

School Type :  Private, inter-

denominational, co-

educational, boarding & day 

school  

Accreditation:   To the Irish 

Department of Education & 

Science. 

Enrolment:       515 (280 

boys and 235 girls) 

There are 155 boys and 20 

girls boarding. 

Academic Staff :  40 

Subjects  Irish, English, 

Mathematics, Civic Social 

and Political Education 

History, Geography, 

Business Studies, Physical 

Education (PE), Science, 

Religion and Social, Personal 

and Health Education , First-

year students also study all 

of the option subjects 

through a ótasterô system, 

including French, German, 

Music, Art and Home 

Economics  and Technical 

Graphics, Accounting, 

Business, Economics, 

Spanish, Technical Drawing, 

Physics, Chemistry, Biology, 

Applied Mathematics and 

Agricultural Science. 

 

Curricular programmes  

The Junior Certificate, 

Transition Year programme, 

(which is optional), the 

Leaving Certificate and the 

Leaving Certificate 
Vocational Programme. 
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The intercultural character of the school is celebrated in a number of ways. 
At year Masses and, in particular at the final year Mass, each nation 
represented in the college brings forward emblems of their country. 

A further feature of the inclusive nature of the school is the regular 

acknowledgement of the religious festivals of other faiths represented in the 

student cohort. The school endeavours to ensure that boarders who share 

the same room are of different nationalities in a further attempt to 

encourage the development of an inclusive atmosphere. 

The school is in receipt of a number of teaching hours to support students in 

their acquisition of English as a second language. The Oxford Quick 

Placement Test is administered to students to determine whether they need 

extra support in English language learning. The college provides Teaching 

English as a Foreign 

Language (TEFL) 

lessons for those 

international students 

who require additional 

support 

Rockwell attaches great importance to its reputation for high academic 

standards in a Christian environment with a very high percentage of students 

advancing to third level education. Rockwell is also a recognised centre for 

G.C.S.E. (UK) and S.A.T. and A.C.T. Admission Test programmes for 

Universities in the United States. 

Another aspiration of the mission statement is 

that the college would seek to respect the rights 

and uniqueness of each pupil, as well as 

promoting respect for civil authorities and a 

concern and care for one another. These 

qualities can be seen in the daily interactions of 

members of the college community, along with 

the open and inclusive approach adopted by 

management towards staff and students. 

  

Graduate destinations:  

About 80% of the student 

population go on to Third 

Level Educational Institutions 

with the majority of those 

going to Universities in 

Ireland and the UK. 

 

Facilities  

A 25-metre indoor heated 

swimming pool, sports hall, 

nine-hole golf course, a 

weights room and tennis 

courts and some twenty 

acres of sports pitches. 

Sports  

Rugby, hockey, basketball, 

soccer, swimming and life-

saving lessons, golf, 

athletics, tennis, canoeing 

and equestrian events 

Extra Curricular  

Cultural activities include 

choral and musical 

presentations, art 

competitions, drama and 

debating 
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Royal School, Cavan 
The Royal School Cavan is a Christian Co-Educational Secondary Boarding 

School in Cavan Town. It was founded in 1611 by James 1. The building is 

situated on its own grounds (20 acres).            Pupils follow a complete 

Junior Certificate Syllabus and Leaving Certificate Syllabus to Higher levels in 

a comprehensive range of subjects under the direction of a staff of graduate 

specialist teachers. 

The Junior Certificate is a three year programme while the leaving certificate 

is a two year programme. Pupils may only repeat any of these years if the 

guidelines set out by the Department of Education and Science are followed.

 Between Junior Certificate and First Year Leaving Certificate we run a 

compulsory Transition Year with a practical emphasis which includes work 

experience, mock interviews, career guidance, subjects in a modular form as 

well as maintaining the traditional academic disciplines. This year gives pupils 

an educational experience without the pressure of state examinations. The 

School is certainly still small in terms of numbers. Yet despite this it 

continues to enjoy achievement and success in a wide number of fields, be it 

academically in terms of examination results, or in other areas, such as the 

Coca-Cola 'Form and Fusion' competition or Young Enterprise competition.

  Tuition is provided in Piano, Recorder etc if required. Pupils may follow 

the examinations for piano, recorder etc. as set out by The Royal Irish 

Academy if they wish. Although desirable, it is not necessary to have studied 

the piano before starting piano lessons in the school. Music is also a 

curricular examination option to Junior and Leaving Certificate.  

The entire School is networked allowing users to access their work at any PC 

throughout the school. The School has a filtered broadband Internet system, 

allowing for 'safe surfing' at all times. Keyboarding, word processing, 

databases and spreadsheets are some of the topics covered during class time 

and transition year pupils use the PC's to create Curriculum Vitae's for their 

work experience and they also take a web design as one of their transition 

year modules.  

 

 

 

 

A learning support teacher is a full-time member of staff. Pupils with special 

needs are assessed and given extra help as appropriate. Concessions are 

arranged for dyslexic pupils in State Examinations. Part of the 

Principal  

Mr. Ivan W Bolton 

School Type :  Private, co-

educational, boarding & 

day school  

Accreditation:   To the Irish 

Department of Education & 

Science 

Enrolment:      over 200  

(almost equal numbers of 

boys and girls) 

80 Boarders. 

Academic Staff :  28 

Subjects  

Irish, English, Mathematics, 
History, Geography, 
Science,Business 
Studies,French, Home 
Economics, Technical 
Graphics, Technology, Art, 
Music, C.S.P.E., S.P.H.E., 
Biology, Agricultural 
Science, Accounting, 
Technical Drawing, 
Construction Studies,Home 
Economics, 
Physics/Chemistry 

Graduate Destination  

The majority go on to 

further Education in 

Colleges and Universities 

all over Ireland and further 

abroad. 

Sport  

Hockey, Soccer, 

Basketball, Volleyball, 

Rounders, Athletics, 

Crosscountry, Swimming, 

Tennis, Badminton, Table-

tennis 
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remedial/special needs programme is the maintenance of close 

communication with parents/guardians while dealing with pupils' needs.  

Classes receive one Physical 

Education session per week, of 1 

hour's duration approximately, in 

the Cavan Indoor Sports Complex. A 

bus is provided each day to 

transport pupils to and from the 

complex. After school use is also 

made of the complex which now 

includes an indoor swimming pool. 

All pupils, unless exempted by a 

Doctor's Certificate, are required to take part in Physical Education and 

games. 

Each pupil has a formal session in the 

Library each week of term, during 

which books may be borrowed and 

books and periodicals read. The 

Library is run by Transition year pupils 

under the direction of Teaching and 

Boarding Staff. In their use of the 

library pupils are encouraged to gain as much experience as possible in the 

use of modern library facilities. In addition periodicals and books are 

available to pupils as and when required in association with project work etc. 

The mission is to bring the curriculum of the school and the facilities offered 

entirely into line with the demanding and changing educational requirements 

of the new millennium and thereby provide quality education for our pupils 

in the Christian Ethos. 

 

  

Facilities  

Full sized floodlit all-weather 

hockey pitch, Grass hockey 

pitch, Grass soccer pitch, 

Hard tennis/basketball court 

with floodlighting. 

 

Extra Curricular  

Chess/Board games, 

Computers, Debating, 

Drama and Choir, Pool, 

Science Club 

 

Transition Year Modules  

Include the following              
German,  Drama, 
Geopolitics, Cookery, 
Psychology, Japenese 
Culture, Music, Art, 
Performance Arts,Web 
Design 
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Sligo Grammar School, Sligo 

Sligo Grammar School provides an appropriate setting for a school which 

prides itself on a strong academic and cultural life.  Girls are housed in the 

Hermitage, and boys live in the old Grammar School.  

The school is one of a small number of schools in the Republic of Ireland 

under Church of Ireland management, and is liberal and egalitarian in its 

outlook. Co-educational since 1948, the school also brings together pupils 

from various religious traditions, and students of several nationalities. It is a 

popular destination for exchange students seeking a temporary home in a 

pleasant part of the English-speaking world; in the last academic year we 

were delighted to welcome students from Germany, Mexico, Ukraine, Russia 

and Spain. 

A voluntary secondary school, Sligo Grammar School operates a six-year 

cycle (like most second-level schools in the Rep. of Ireland) catering for 

students aged about 12 ς 18. Students work for their first three years 

towards the Junior Certificate state examinations, in which most students 

will take ten subjects. Fourth Year is Transition Year, a break from exam-

orientated study, in which students have the opportunity to experience a 

broad range of new subjects and activities. Finally, on entering fifth year, 

students begin two years of study towards the Leaving Certificate. For most 

students, this is a third-level entrance examination. Seven subjects are 

usually taken, of which English, Irish and Maths are compulsory.  School life is 

not, however, all about study. A broad range of extra-curricular activities is 

on offer. The school is renowned for its rugby and hockey, and also for its 

award-winning choir.  

  

Principal  : Mr. Wynn Oliver 

School Type :  Private, co-

educational, boarding & 

day school 

Accreditation:   To the Irish 

Department of Education & 

Science 

Enrolment:  449 students: 

346 day pupils and 103 

boarders of which 49 are 

girls and 54 are boys 

Academic Staff : 52 

Subjects at Junior Level  

Irish, English, Mathematics, 

Geography, Business 

Studies, French, German, 

Science, History, Science, 

Music, Art, Craft and 

Design, Technical 

Graphics, Home 

Economics, Religious 

Education, C.S.P.E., 

Physical Education 

Subjects at Senior Level  

Irish, English, Mathematics, 

Geography, Business , 

Geography, Applied Maths, 

Business, French, German, 

Japanese, Agricultural 

Science, Biology, Physics, 

Chemistry, Music, 

Construction Studies, 

Accounting,, Art, Craft and 

Design, Home Economics, 

Technical Drawing, 

Religious Education and 

Physical Education 
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¢ƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ aims are broad-based; it aims to address the 

academic, intellectual, physical, social, spiritual and cultural aspects of 

ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ƎǊƻǿǘƘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ŜǘƘƻǎ ƘŀǎΣ ŀƳƻƴƎ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΣ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŀƛƳǎΥ 

to foster an understanding of moral, spiritual, religious, social and cultural 

values; to nurture a sense of personal identity and self-esteem and a respect 

for the rights and beliefs of others; to promote quality and equality for all; to 

foster a spirit of self-reliance, innovation, initiative and imagination; to create 

tolerant, caring and politically aware members of society.   

Especially in being a boarding school, the 

pastoral care of students is of great 

importance. The boarding houses are 

ƻǾŜǊǎŜŜƴ ōȅ ŀ IƻǳǎŜƳŀǎǘŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ .ƻȅǎΩ 

Residence, and a Housemaster and 

IƻǳǎŜƳƛǎǘǊŜǎǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ DƛǊƭǎΩ wŜǎƛŘŜƴŎŜΣ ŀƭƭ 

of whom live at the school. Matrons deal 

with minor sicknesses and injuries, and 

often also with various difficulties or 

problems students may encounter. Within the school, each class has its own 

Form Teacher, responsible for the educational and personal well-being of its 

pupils. A Guidance 

Counselor works especially, 

though not exclusively, to 

help students with difficult 

decisions regarding careers, 

courses etc., and with their 

personal academic 

achievement. A Special Needs teacher helps and encourages pupils with 

various difficulties in learning. Students are also involved in the school in a 

pastoral role; a number of Prefects are elected by staff each year to help 

keep the school functioning effectively. 

  

Sport  

Rugby, Hockey, Badminton 

Athletics, Tennis Swimming. 

Canoeing, Basketball and 

Golf  

Extra Curricular  

School has been an integral 

part of the Fields of Life 

Project in Sligo to build and 

support Bajja Community 

School, near Masaka, in 

Uganda. 

The choir, is entering into its 

21st year of existence in its 

present form. Some 80 

strong, it is a full SATB choir 

with girls and boys both 

equally eager to join. 

Senior and Junior Teams 

take part in the Gael Linn 

Debates each year 

One of the students was 

placed 2nd place in the All 

Ireland Debating 

Competition.  She earlier 

had been awarded "best 

individual speaker" in the 

Connaught Debating 

Championships. 

Drama plays a major part in 

the life of the school. The 

most recent production was 

"She stoops to Conquer" by 

Oliver Goldsmith 

There are many 

opportunities to learn a 

variety of instruments. 

Students experience a 

range of performance 

opportunities from 

Ensemble playing at the 

annual Carol Service to a 

musical morning in the 

Mayor's Parlour to a concert 

held in the gym which 

presents the wealth of 

musical talent for the 

enjoyment of the school 

community including even 

its own jazz ensemble. 
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Sutton Park School, Dublin 
Sutton Park School is chiefly an academic school, with over 95% of its 
graduates going on to third level institutions, including major universities in 
Ireland, Europe and North America. Sutton Park is well known for its 
programmes in Music, Drama and Fine Art. 

{ǳǘǘƻƴ tŀǊƪΩǎ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ Ŏƻƴǎƛǎǘ ƻŦ ŀƴ ƛƳǇƻǎƛƴƎ DŜƻǊƎƛŀƴ ƘƻǳǎŜΣ ƳƻŘŜǊƴ 

classroom blocks, two science laboratories, a modern gymnasium, a heated 

outdoor swimming pool and outstanding grass and Astroturf sports 

pitches. As part of their on-going Development Programme, they have 

ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ƻǇŜƴŜŘ ƴŜǿ ϵтΦр Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ŀ ōǊŀƴŘ ƴŜǿ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅ 

and information technology centre. 

Sutton Park recognises that each pupil has individual needs and abilities, 
and that each develops at a different rate. The School aims to meet the 
needs and foster the abilities of each one. 

The School aims to give each student, irrespective of personal preference, 
an appreciation of the natural sciences, the social sciences, the humanities, 
languages and the arts and to develop in each student knowledge and skills 
in all these areas commensurate with their talents and abilities 

Similarly, through a structured programme of health and physical 

education and a variety of team and individual sporting activities, the 

School aims to promote the physical well-being of its pupils and the 

development of personal skills and team spirit. 

The School is co-educational and multi-denominational, and welcomes 
pupils from overseas. At Sutton Park School, pupils grow up in an 
environment of tolerance and mutual respect.  Communications between 
staff and pupils are open, friendly and direct, and based on trust, 
professional concern and respect.  

Intellectual Development 
Sutton Park School aims to 
foster in its students the 
attainment of academic 
excellence appropriate to 
individual ability and is 
committed to encouraging 
intellectual awareness and 
curiosity.                  

 

  

Principal  : Michael Moretta 

School Type :  Private, co-

educational, boarding & day 

school 

Accreditation:   To the Irish 

Department of Education & 

Science, the European 

Council of International 

Schools (ECIS) and the 

New England Association of 

Schools & Colleges 

(NEASC) 

Enrolment:  280 

Sutton Park School, hosts 

students from ages 4 to 19 

attending from 22 countries.  

Academic Staff :  36 

Subjects at Junior Level  

Irish, English, Mathematics, 

French, German, History, 

Geography, Science, Home 

Economics, Business 

Studies, Art, Civil,Social and 

Political Education, 

Religious Education, Music, 

Computer Studies, 

Technical Graphics 

Subjects at Senior Level  

Irish , English, Mathematics, 

Physical Education, 

German, Home Economics, 

Music, Technical Drawing, 

Chemistry, Geography, Art, 

Biology, Business, Physics, 

Economics, History, Applied 

Mathematics, Spanish, 

Italian 

Extra Curricular  

Musical instrument tuition, 

Orchestra, Choir, Recorder,  

Drama, Handcrafts, Interior 

design, computers, Art, 

Model United Nations, 
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The Curriculum 

To achieve these goals the curriculum of Sutton Park School reflects the 

following guidelines: 

A. The Senior School curriculum is directed towards the Irish Leaving 

Certificate Higher Level Examination. The curriculum within the Junior 

School is based upon that prescribed for the national primary schools in 

Ireland.  The senior curriculum follows 

closely that issued by the Irish 

Department of Education for secondary 

schools. Where possible, the curriculum 

shows an awareness of developments 

and trends in international education. 

B. Academic excellence within the parameters of individual ability is a 

priority. Adequate provision of scholarship assistance with an appropriate 

monitoring system is envisaged.  

C. The curriculum in each subject area reflects a coherent orderly 

progression through the grades.                                         

D.  The Sutton Park School curriculum  

     1.  Offers educational opportunities for exceptional students; 

     2.  Offers special help for students for special needs; 

     3.  Takes cognisance of the fact that Sutton Park accepts a significant 

proportion of students from overseas and recognises the unique 

requirements of these students. 

E. The curriculum is continuously reviewed by the professional staff and 

periodically evaluated to ensure that it meets the needs of all its students 

and supports the identification and implementation of best practice.   

  

Recent Achievements  

Sutton Park School had two 

projects entered into the 

2008 BT Young Scientist 

Competition - both projects 

won 1st Prize in their 

sections. 

Facilities  

Facilities include outdoor 

heated swimming pool, 

Astroturf pitch, grass pitch, 

tennis courts, playground, 

science labs, library and 

large gymnasium / theatre. 

Events  

The school organises a 

Young Musician 

Competition which is open 

to students who reside on 

the northside of Dublin or 

attend a music teacher in 

the area and the Young 

Artist Competition is open to 

students residing in or 

attending second-level 

schools in Dublin. 

Sport   

Golf, Sailing, Badminton, 

Soccer, Hockey, Tennis, 

Archery, Basketball 
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²ƛƭǎƻƴΩǎ IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ {ŎƘƻƻƭΣ Westmeath 

Wilson's Hospital School is the Church of Ireland Diocesan secondary 

school of Meath and Kildare. The School is co-educational and multi-

denominational, and welcomes pupils from overseas.  

 It is a seven-day boarding school, operating a five-day teaching week. 

This allows boarders the option of returning home at weekends or 

remaining at school to avail of the weekend programme. Day pupils are 

drawn from surrounding areas and participate fully in the life of the 

school. There is an extensive range of subjects up to higher leaving 

certificate standard. The school is committed to top academic 

achievement in the context of an all-round education. 

The accreditation to the City & Guilds of London Institute provides 

students with the opportunity to attain internationally recognized 

qualifications in Information Technology modules. 

The spiritual development of the students is pivotal to the ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ 

ethos. Daily assembly features an act of worship with Bible reading and 

prayer. All boarders attend Chapel Services on Sunday night and all 

classes are taught Religions Education. Students participate in many 

services throughout the year such as Harvest Thanksgiving, Christmas 

Carol Service and Confirmation. The school is proud of its Church of 

Ireland heritage. Students of all faiths are welcome, providing there is an 

ŀŎŎŜǇǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ŜǘƘƻǎ /ƭŀǎǎ ǎǘŀǊǘ ŀǘ фΥллŀƳ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴŎƭǳŘŜ 

4:00pm. The main recreational time is between 4:00pm and 6:00pm. 

Wednesday afternoon is reserved for sports and other non-academic 

activities and classes conclude at 1:15pm. The school offers an extensive 

range of extracurricular activities including team and individual sports, as 

well as non-sporting activities such as drama, first aid and GAISCE (The 

President's Award). Wilson's teams have been regular prize-winners in 

competitions involving web-design, history and European knowledge, to 

name a few.  

Wilson's Hospital is built in a Palladian style to designs by John Pentland 

between 1759 and 1761. It represents one of the finest and most 

sophisticated mid-Georgian buildings constructed outside of Dublin and 

has been recently modernized.  

  

Principal  : Mr. Adrian 

Oughton 

School Type :  Private, co-

educational, boarding & day 

school 

Accreditation:   To the Irish 

Department of Education & 

Science, City & Guilds of 

London Institute 

Enrolment:  190 boys 210 

girls. About half of the 

student population (200) are 

boarding.  Wilsonôs Hospital 

School, hosts students aged 

from 12 to 19  

Academic Staff :  30 

Graduate destination : 

Over 75% go on to 

universities in Ireland, the 

UK and other countries. 

Subjects at Junior Level  

Civic & Political Education, 

Computer Studies, English, 

Geography, History, Irish 

Mathematics, Science, 

French or German or Spanish 

Physical Education, Religious 

Education, Social, Personal & 

Health Education including 

Guidance.  Two from Classical 

Studies, Home Economics, 

Technical Graphics, Art,  

Business Studies, Music , 

subject to groupings 

Subjects at Senior Level  

Agricultural Science, 

Applied Mathematics, Art 

Biology, Business, Chemistry, 

Economics, 

English, French, Geography 

German, History, Home 

Economics, Irish, Mathematics, 

Music, Physics,Religious 

Education, Spanish 

Social, Personal & Health 

Education including Guidance 

Technical Graphics 
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The Structure 

Wilson's Hospital School offers a unique learning 

environment. Every pupil adds to the 

atmospheres of mutual respect and the 

common good. Each day is a celebration of 

learning and community. Days are structured 

and rules are clear. Our rules provide for sound 

discipline that protects the individual and 

nurtures community spirit. Indeed the Wilson's 

spirit is better described as a family, where the successes and trials of one 

are shared by all.   

Wilson's Hospital School seeks to 

provide an education that is 

academic, practical, physical, 

moral and spiritual. In pursuit of 

these goals the School provides a 

range of practical and academic 

subjects. An atmosphere 

conducive to study is provided, 

with an insistence on the highest standards of effort.  

A wide-ranging sports programme, encouraging all to partake, but not 

compelling, is available. Suitably qualified persons are employed to take 

care of health. Nutritious and hygienically prepared meals are provided.  

There are clean and adequate levels of accommodation and sanitary 

facilities.  

A Chaplain celebrates service in accordance with the rites of the Church of 

Ireland.  An ethos of Christian care for, and between all, is cultivated.  

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

Facilities  

Facilities include a full-sized 

sports hall, all weather 

pitch, all-weather cricket 

wickets, rugby and soccer 

pitches, archery range and 

an outdoor swimming pool  

Sport  

Athletics, Basketball, 

Cricket, Hockey, Rugby, 

Soccer, Table Tennis,  

Archery, Badminton, 

Canoeing, Cross-country, 

Orienteering, Swimming. 
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{ǘΦ /ƻƭǳƳōŀΩǎ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜΣ 5ǳōƭƛƴ 

The College offers a wide range of opportunities for its pupils, not only 
academic but also sporting, artistic and cultural. Its aim is to provide a varied 
and balanced education which is stimulating and fulfilling, and we aim to do 
this in a setting which is attractive and inspiring. Our teacher-pupil ratio of 
1:7 and our average class-size of 12 are instrumental in enabling us to 
achieve these aims.  The College is a Church of Ireland foundation with a full-
time Chaplain, but we welcome members of all Christian denominations and 
all faiths. The ethos of the College is informed by the Christian values of 
tolerance, kindness and selflessness that are so important within a close-knit 
community. Life at St. Columba's is busy and rewarding. From classes to 
sports, play rehearsals to choir practices, debates to personal study time, 
every week is full of activity. The school believes in stretching its pupils as 
much as possible, and in encouraging participation in every area of College 
life. Central to this demanding existence is the close-knit nature of its small 
community in a seven-day boarding environment. In helping every individual 
boy and girl to flourish, the vocational 
commitment of its largely-resident teaching 
staff is immense. 
{ǘΦ /ƻƭǳƳōŀΩǎ ƛǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ǇǊƻǳŘ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ 
record in a series of outstanding annual results 
in the Department of Education Leaving 
Certificate examinations.  
Pupils are divided into seven Forms. The youngest enter Primary (aged 11), 

and benefit from its small size. They are thus able to settle into College life in 

a relatively protected way. The next three years build up to the Junior 

Certificate examinations at the end of Third Form; most pupils enter at 

Primary, First or Second Form level.  Transition Year in Fourth Form; is an 

academically rigorous time, in which pupils are stretched in a variety of 

interesting and different ways. Although formal academic examinations take 

place at Christmas and Easter, there is no public examination at the end of 

this year, and pupils can and do develop a great deal academically without 

the pressures that this entails. There is a considerable emphasis on 

extracurricular activities and personal development. We see this year as 

crucial preparation for the final years at the College.  Fifth and Sixth form 

pupils take the two-year Leaving Certificate course. Throughout this process 

they benefit from small classes and close attention. We feel strongly that 

they also gain crucially from extracurricular opportunities: pupils who 

succeed academically are often those who also 

participate most outside the classroom. At every 

level, we encourage the ability to work 

independently, to learn research skills in the Library 

and on the internet, to co-ordinate project work, and 

to present work orally.  

Principal   (Warden)              

Dr. Lindsay Haslett             

School Type :  Private, co-

educational, boarding & day 

school  

Accreditation:   To the Irish 

Department of Education & 

Science 

Enrolment:  300 aged 11 to 

18 

Academic Staff :  42 

Subjects  

Irish, English, Mathematics, 

French, History, Geography, 

Science, Computer Studies, 

Art, Music, Classical 

Studies, Technical 

Graphics, Physics, Biology, 

Chemistry, Business 

Studies, Accounting, Latin, 

Spanish, Physical 

Education, Social, Personal 

and Health Education, 

Religious Education. 

Graduate Destination  

Over 95% of its graduates 

go on to third level 

institutions, including   major 

universities in Ireland, U.K., 

Europe and further afield 

Sport  

Rugby, hockey and cross-

country; in the summer term 

these are replaced by 

athletics and cricket. 

basketball, badminton, 

volleyball, archery, indoor 

football and hockey, and 
wintercricket nets.  

 


